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CQQRS RagChew

Edition 18/2026

MARITIME &
AMATEUR RADIO
STATION

Emigre provides a base for maritime mobile HF and VHF
communications featuring a range of maritime, commercial and
amateur radios including:

e Barrett 2050 Commercial HF (Pictured)

* |com IC-7300 Amateur HF + ém

¢ B&G V90 Marine VHF Radio

* Digital Yacht AIT5000 Class B+ AlS Transponder

<

This week, Morgan VK6MTF/MM continued his journey from Dunsborough WA to Tasmania in his maritime home,
Sailing Yacht Emigre. Keep an eye on our CQQRS WhatsApp Alerts group for notification of when Morgan is on
air, and perhaps have a go at our challenge to copy and plot Morgan’s progress.
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Link to our Weekly CQQRS Net Reporting Form
bit.ly/CQQRSNET

o Dah-di-dah-di-dah

¢ New Team Member

e Tuesday’s Log & Reports

¢ Fun & Games with Measurement Tools - Oscilloscopes Part 2
e The Things We Do to Join the CQQRS Post Morsum
e A Directional EWE Low-Band Antenna - cont

o CW Practice

« Navigation Challenge

« From a CW Perspective, Sanity has Prevailed

¢ Reflections on RagChew Edition 17/2026

e Morse Training Net

e Emails to the Editor

e Rumour Has it this Mast will Never Put to Sea

e Portable Paddle Wanted

e Don Edwards Memorial Slow Morse Contest 2026

¢ Morse Code QSO Mates Sought

¢ Louis Olsen Straight Key - Looking for a Replacement Part
¢ Prosign of the Month

e | hear Tell

¢ Di-dah-di-dah-dit - including this week’s smile-maker
e About the CQ QRS Group

Dah-di-dah-di-dah

Boy oh boy - did we have fun on Tuesday’'s CQQRS Slow CW Practice QSO net or
what? Well, | did anyway! Conditions were favourable for most of us all the way from
the DXperiment on 17m to the late-night rag-chews on 80m. Please enjoy the reports
below; thank you one and all.

You can see from the masthead above, we're following one of our Sandgropers,
Morgan VK6MTF/MM who is sailing his appropriately-named 33-foot yacht Emigre
from his home port of Dunsborough in WA to Tasmania. The journey started in
February, and Morgan has been replacing things, changing crews, filling the engine
with seawater etc along the way. Finally after consequential engine fun in Esperance,
Morgan and new crewman Kevin finally set sail for Tasmania last week. Down in the
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Inclusion

One of the many emails and contributions | received this week was feedback from
someone who called themselves The Resident POG; see below. | really appreciate
any feedback from readers - a lot of people contribute to each edition (see the list of
this week’s contributors toward the end of the newsletter) - and I'm certain they also
appreciate that their work is being read.

One of the Resident’s suggestions is that we regularly make a recording of our own
CW, then play it back later as a critical check on our rhythm and timing; makes
sense. However, the writer says Iif the test fails, they’ll stay off the net until corrected -
the implication is that others might think about doing that too.

However, the flip-side is discussed on our website - our net, WhatsApp groups and
newsletter are inclusive - everyone can participate, everyone is supported. And
among those everyones are people for whom CW is an unusually challenging
occupation - physiologically or psychologically. The net is to encourage operators to
have a go, somewhere safe where no-one’s going to tell them off when they make
mistakes.

So sure, what The Resident POG suggests is valid for some operators who have let
their skills drop... but for those of us who are challenged rhythm and timing-wise in
one way or other.... our net is for you! And if we can help make things better or more
enjoyable, please let me know. So, if you hear one of our team struggling a bit,
please say g'day anyway and help them continue to enjoy their hobby as well.

Stereotypes

Some readers know that I'm a presenter and technical supporter at a Community
Radio station in Yass NSW; so stereotypes might bring forth an image of multiplexed
FM... but not this time. In this edition, you'll also find an email from our cold weather
portable expert Ross, MONNK. Ross is concerned that our Venus and Mars in the
Ham Shack series of cartoons may be sending the wrong message about
stereotypical relationships between amateurs who happen to be in a relationship and
their partners.
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their support could be encouraged if possible.

Hopefully both the amateurs and their partners can have a laugh at the amateurs'
expense. So if you are in a relationship, please consider showing your partner the
cartoons in this and the previous four editions; I'd be interested in feedback, positive

and negative for my guidance (and definitely not to try to validate or invalidate Ross’
thoughts).

Thanks Ross and thank you everyone who contributed to this edition. And as for

trying to attract more female CW participants.... I'm keen to hear any ideas from our
team!

New Team Member
Welcome this week to Max VK3MXW (also VK4AMCW), introduced by both James

VK3JFR and Stan ZL3TK. With a callsign like 4AMCW and an interest in operating
portable, it's no wonder that Max has on the CW journey - welcome Max.

Website

If you'd like to find out a bit about our net, or would like to pass information to others
about our Tuesday get-togethers, here’s the link to our website.

bit.ly/CQQRSWebsite

So here we go - on behalf of the CQQRS Editorial team, please enjoy the newsletter.

dit-dit

Mark Bosma

VK2KI / VK6QI Patrick John

Beautiful South Bowning VK210W VK2RU

NSW Milthorpe NSW on a track somewhere

cqgrsnet@gmail.com
non impediti ratione cogitationis

Nigel Richard Lance
G4RWI VK6HRC VK7TO
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Jordan
VK3ACU
Meredith VIC

Reports & Comments

Here’s this week’s reports.

Last Tuesday’s Group

With thanks to Nigel GARWI's software skills, and John VK2RU's clever
spreadsheets, here’s the 67 stations heard by 47 members of our team on Tuesday:
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DL3YZ Heard 15m DO2EMR
DL3YZ Worked 20m VK3DRQ VK7TA ZL3TK
DO2EMR Heard on air
G7BED Worked 20m VK3DRQ VK3MJ VK7TA | VK4PN
G7BED Heard 20m ZL3TK
G7BED Tried 20m ZL3TK
IU4FLS Worked 20m ZL3TK VK3DR
MONNK Worked 17m VK2I0W VK3DBD | VK5LJ
VK2DLF Heard on air
VK2I0W Worked 17m MONNK
VK2I0W Worked 40m JF1LXO VK7TO VKSET VK7TA
VK2KI Heard 17m VK5L)
VK2KI Heard 20m DL3YZ ZL3TK
VK2KI Worked 40m VK2RU/4
VK2KI Heard 40m VK3ECH VK3DRQ | VK6GX | VK6KD | VK6NT | VK5A0
VK2KI Worked 80m VK2RU/4 VK6NQL | VK6HRC | VK6KD | VKSET
VK2KI Heard 80m VK3MXW
VK2RU Heard 15m ZL3TK
VK2RU Heard 20m VK3DRQ IUAFLS | VK3MJ Z1L3TK | G7BED | VK7TA FS5IN
VK2RU Worked 40m VK1AAW VK3KLE | VK3JFR | VK3ECH | JK1QYL | ZL1PB VK2KI
VK2RU Heard 40m VK6MTF/MM | VK3CWJ | VK3DRQ | ZL3TK
VK2RU Worked 80m VK2KI
VK2TIG Heard 40m VK2I0W VK3DBD | VK7TO | VK2RU
VK3ACU Worked 80m VK3CWJ VK7VV
VK3BWN Worked 40m VK3CWJ
VK3DBD Heard on air
VK3DRQ Worked 20m G7BED DL3YZ IU4LsS
VK3DRQ Heard 20m ZL3TK VK4PN
VK3DRQ Worked 40m ZL3TK VKSET
VK3DRQ Heard 40m VK2DLF VK3ECH | VK7VV
VK3DRQ Tried 40m 7L2VPL
VK3DRQ Worked 80m VK5A0
VK3DRQ Heard 80m VK3KLE VKSET
VK3ECH Heard 20m DL3YZ ZL3TK
VK3ECH Worked 40m VK1AAW VK7TA VK2RU | VK6NT
VK3ECH Tried 40m VK6TX
VK3JFR Heard on air
VK3KLE Worked 80m VK5A0
VK3IMXW Heard on air
VK4CEG Worked 40m VK1AAW VK7TO
VK4CEG Heard 40m VK3CCW VK3ECH | VK3JFR | ZL1ALA | VKSET
VK4EV Heard 40m VK2I0W VK2MI VKSET | VK5A0 | ZL3TK
VK4IM Heard 40m VK3CWJ VK3JFR | VK3DRQ | VK3ECS | VK7TA | VK1CT
VK4PN Heard on air
VK5A0 Worked 40m Z11CJB VK3MJ ZL3TK
VK5A0 Worked 80m VK3KLE VK3DRQ | VKS5ET
VKSET Heard 20m VK3DRQ G7BED DL3YZ | VK4PN
VKSET Worked 40m VK3IOW VK3DRQ
VKSET Heard 40m VK7TO
VKSET Worked 80m VK5A0 VK2KI
VKSET Heard 80m VK6NQL
VK5KFG Worked 40m VK7TA VK5GG VKONT
VKS5KFG Heard 40m VK3ECH VK3DRQ | VK6TX
VK5LU Heard on air
\/KAEN Heard on air
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VK6GX Heard 40m VK3CWJ VK2IOW | VK6HRC | VK2DLF | VK5GG | VK7TA | VK3OU | VK5ET
VK6HRC Worked 40m VK6NQL VK6KHZ | VK6WE | VKS5NT
VK6HRC Heard 40m VK2I0W VK3ECH | VK6GX | VK6XC | VK7TA
VK6HRC Worked 80m VK6KHZ VK6KD VK2KI
VK6JDM Heard 40m VK2DLF VK6NT | VK7VV | VK6XC
VK6JDM Tried 40m VK6KHZ VK6HRC | VK3ECH
VK6KD Worked 40m VK6GX
VK6KD Heard 40m VK6NAA VK6KHZ | VK3JGR | VK6WE | VK6FN
VK6KD Worked 80m VK6HRC VK2KI
VK6KD Heard 80m VK3KLE VK3DRQ | VKENAA | VK5A0
VK6KHZ Worked 40m VK6HRC VK3JGR | VKENW | VK6WE | VK6GX
VK6KHZ Worked 80m VK6HRC
VK6MTF/MM| Heard on air
VK6NQL Worked 40m VK6HRC VK6KHZ | VK6GX
VK6eNQL Worked 80m VK2KI
VK6NT Heard on air
VK6NW Heard on air
vKeQl Heard 17m MONNK VK5LJ VK4PN
VK6Ql Heard 40m VK2RU/4 VK2KI
VKeQl Heard 80m VK3MXW VK2RU/4 | VK6NQL | VK6KD | VK2KI
VKeaQl Heard 80m VK6HRC VKSET ZL3TK
VK6TX Heard on air
VK6WE Worked 40m VK6KHZ VK6HRC | VKENAA
VK6WE Heard 40m VK6FN VK6GX
VK6XC Worked 40m VK6NT
VK6XC Heard 40m VK6HRC VK6WE | VK6GX
VK7TA Worked 20m MORQX G7BED DL3YZ
VK7TA Heard 20m VK3ECH ZL3TK VK4PN
VK7TA Worked 40m VK2I0W VK5KFG | VK3ECH | VK6TX | VK5GG
VK7TA Heard 40m VK1AAW VK4CEG | VK7TO
VK7TO Heard on air
VK7WW Worked 40m VK4CPB
VK7WW Heard 40m VK3JFR VK3DRQ | VK2DLF | VK7VV | VK2KI JF1LX VKI1CT
VK7WW Heard 40m VK2I0W VK2DLF | VK6KHZ | VK6WE | VK5GG | VKS5ET | VK7TO | VK2RU
VK7WW Worked 80m VK7VV
VK7WW Heard 80m VK3CWJ
ZL1CIB Heard on air
ZL1PB Worked 40m VK1AAW VK2RU VK6FX
ZL1PB Heard 40m VKACEG VKACEG | VK2DLF | ZL1CJB | VK7TO
ZL3ABX Heard 40m VK2I0W VK3JFR | ZL1CJB | VK5A0
ZL3TK Tried 15m DO2EMR
ZL3TK Worked 20m IU4FLS
ZL3TK Heard 20m VK3DRQ VK3DBD | VK3MJ | VK4PN | VKATA
ZL3TK Tried 20m GD7BED MONNK | DL3YZ
ZL3TK Worked 40m VK3MXW VK3DRQ | VK5A0
ZL3TK Heard 40m VK3CW]J VK2IOW | VK3JFR | VK5ET
ZL3TK Worked 80m VK3CWJ
ZL3TK Heard 80m VK3DRQ VK5A0
Comments:
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in the team members’ reports follow. The comments were also compiled for us by the
software built by Nigel G4RWI, and the layout was perfected by Patrick VK2IOW.
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e

= a

Thanks again to Nigel, Patrick and John for the work, and to every team member who
submitted a report -
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[20m]

Good conditions seem to prevail this morning -
and nice to get some new calls in the log. | tried to
keep the QSOs short to get a few in the log.
Thanks for trying chaps and look forward to
working you all again soon. | won't be around next
week, as travelling back from Bulgaria. Best 73
and Good DX.

From Mike DL3YZ at Stuttgart

1 [20m]

too close. 73 Mike

From Ross MONNK portable near Exeter UK
[20m]

Challenge of the Day: very long period QSB. But,
thanks to David, Patrick and Lawrie, my first foray
onto the 17 m band was a success. It still amazes
me that | can get all the way round the world with
just a 2.85 m mil whip antenna and a 20 watt radio
(with a little help from some wonderful operators at
the other end!). VMT

https://usl4.campaign-archive.com/?u=5b7b2c3e29eeb9f38c4534657&id=e611094d50

Warming up with a hot drink

Translate ¥

Condx were fine again this morning and it was a pleasure to
work 3 stations during my shift. | was very pleased to hear
VK stations UFB on the 17 m band here in Germany, even
if | was not able to hear Ross here in Germany, that’s just
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[40m]

QSB and QRN was making it a challenge to hear stations’
complete overs. Static charges appearing on the waterfall
display indicated presence of lightning, but my radio didn't
appear to be producing any harsh crashing sounds. Perhaps
one of the digital filters in my ICOM7610 was assisting me and
inadvertently desensitized my receiver. Earlier in the evening,
| was experiencing a noise floor of S7 but this died down to an S2 by 2220hrs WST.

P =

<

[80m]

Great to see both 40 and 80m open to somewhere. Previous weeks have been a bit
silent on the 80m band for me so glad to see more activity. By 2224hrs WST 80m
had closed again for me at my QTH with the addition of an approaching lightning
storm. Crashes are now showing on my sig meter. Background noise S1, crashes
S8-S9. Maybe time to disconnect the antennas, hi hi. 73 to all hope to catch you
next week.

From Ron VK4EV at Everton Park Brisbane

[40m]

Called CQ. No reply. Band conditions are not good here on
40M. | have an S9 noise level. Must be nice living out of built-
up areas.

From lan VK7TA at Latrobe
' [20m]

| had a listen on 15, 17 and 20m for all of the DX stations. | had
no success on 15 and 17, but was pleased with the 20m results.
My vertical seemed to work ok as a half wave on 20m.
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