05/05/2026, 09:57 CQQRS RagChew Newsletter.

Subscribe Past Issues Translate ¥

View this email in your browser

CQQRS RagChew

Edition 17/2026

https://usl4.campaign-archive.com/?u=5b7b2c3e29eeb9f38c4534657&id=85dd44a3cc 1/46



05/05/2026, 09:57 CQQRS RagChew Newsletter.

Subscribe Past Issues Translate ¥

B

| VRN SRR S - ‘ .IC:VAW/"///W///Z%”"

4

Thanks this week to Jordan VK3AC r this shot of his neighbour Martin VK3ADH helping to geolocate the latest
antenna at the Meredith antenna test range - see below for more. However, the dogs think that’s a really boring
caption for such an interesting picture; how about a few readers’ ideas on how to spice it up a bit?
cgarsnet@gmail.com if you have some suggestions!
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o Dah-di-dah-di-dah

o Tuesday Net Reports

« Vintage Radio - Repair & Restoration

e Points of Order

¢ Fun & Games with Measurement Tools - Part 1

e VK3ACU 160m Horizontal Delta Loop - Progress Report
e VK3ACU'’s Directional EWE Antenna

e QRZ? Mike VK6TX

e« CW Practice

« RandomGram Team Oceania Report

e Marconi Day Troubles

o Radio Officers’ Clocks - A Little History

e Morse Training Net

e Morse Mates

e Prosign of the Month

e | hear Tell

e Di-dah-di-dah-dit - including this week’s smile-maker
e About the CQ QRS Group

Dah-di-dah-di-dah

Take a look if you will at this week’s reports from Tuesday’s CQQRS Slow CW
Practice QSO net! For most people, conditions were pretty poor - and the Space
Weather Services’ depressed conditions and aurora warning seemed to play out. Our
mates down in Tasmania suffered, as did others, with some reporting radio black-out
conditions.

And as | was about to trudge off to R

bed, | saw a strong segment of auroral = =
buzz on 40m on lan VK1HF's Snowline : o '
KiwiSDR; | zoomed out and was °x " o0 ©©

interested to see that it was a blob of Sy : ST
noise, that went from around 6950kHz R T I e |

L
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could possibly guess why the upper frequency might be limited, but | wonder why
there’s a noticeable lower limit as well? Any thoughts folks? cggrsnet@gmail.com

Anyway, back to the main point of my rant... please check out this week’s reports
from your mates who took the time to pen some words in their report. My hypothesis
is that with the increase in geomagnetic storm activity comes a corresponding
increase in the entertaining words written by our team! Cause-and-effect, or
correlation | wonder?

Quotes

Anyway, and completely unrelated... | thought this week that I'd put some interesting
qguotes in our | Hear Tell... segment... and as it turned out, many of this week’s
interesting things came from our members’ reports! Thank you folks - please keep it
up - makes for interesting and fun reading for our members.

Morse Mates

Heading down to our weekly cartoon at the tail-end of the newsletter, you may have
noticed an advertisement calling for Morse Mates. To explain, at least one of our
members would like to arrange regular chat-type skeds with others who enjoy a nice
rag-chew about who knows what, and also appreciate the practice opportunities.
There’s a bit of it going on in WA already, led by some of our team who enjoy getting
together during the week for a nice CW natter or two on 40m.

So would you like to set up a regular chat with one of our Eastern States team? If so,
please send me an email to cqgrsnet@gmail.com and I'll pass your contact details to

our member. Similarly, if you'd like to join the list of people looking for a regular sked,
please let me know so we can see about getting more going.

Website

If you'd like to find out a bit about our net, or would like to pass information to others
about our Tuesday get-togethers, here’s the link to our website.

bit.ly/CQQRSWebsite
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Mark Bosma

VK2KI / VK6QI

Beautiful South Bowning
NSW
cqgrsnet@gmail.com
non impediti ratione cogitationis

Nigel
G4RWI
our other grey nomad

CQQRS RagChew Newsletter.

Patrick
VK210W
Milthorpe NSW

Richard
VK6HRC
Padbury WA

Jordan
VK3ACU
Meredith VIC

Translate ¥

John
VK2RU
on a track somewhere

Lance
VK7TO
Margate TAS

Reports & Comments

Here’s this week’s reports.

Last Tuesday’s Group

With thanks to Nigel GARWI’s clever software, and John VK2RU's clever spreadsheet
work, here’s the 50 stations heard by 36 members of our team on Tuesday:
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DO2EMR Heard on air
G7BED Worked 20m UR4HD VK4PN

G7BED Heard 20m ZL3TK
G7BED Tried 20m ZL3TK
IU4FLS Worked 20m VK3DBD
IU4FLS Heard 20m VK1MD VK4PN
MONNK Worked 20m VK2DBD
MONNK Tried 20m ZL3TK
VK/G4RWI Worked 40m VK3KLE
VK2AOE Worked 40m VK5CZ
VK2AOE Heard 40m VK5A0 VK7TO
VK2GAS Heard on air
VK2KI Heard 20m MONNK/P VK3DBD | IU4FLS | G7BED | ZL3TK | VK4PN
VK2KI Worked 40m | VK6MTF/MM | VK7TA | VK5PH
VK2KI Heard 40m VK2GAS VK3DBD | VK6KHZ | VK3XU | VK6FN | ZL3TK
VK2KI Tried 40m VK6NW
VK2KI Worked 80m VK6NQL VK6NW | VK6KD
VK2KJJ Heard on air
VK2RU Worked 40m VK4BRO VK2TM
VK2RU Heard 40m VK6MTF VK2KJJ | YD3CPJ | ZL3TK | VK5A0 | VK2KI
VK3ACU Heard on air
VK3BWN Heard 40m VK6PZT
VK3BWN Heard 80m VK2KI
VK3DBD Heard on air
VK3DRQ Worked 20m FALS)
VK3DRQ Heard 20m VK3DBD SPAFLS | IUAFLS | MONNK | ZL3TK | VK4PN
VK3DRQ Tried 20m IU4FLS MONNK
VK3DRQ Worked 40m | VK6MTF/MM | VK6PZT | VK6MK | VK5GG
VK3DRQ Heard 40m VK3DBD VK5KFG

VK3ECH Heard on air
VK3KLE Worked 40m VK/GARWI VK6MK | VK6FN | VK6FD | VK6NC | VK6NC
VK4BRO Worked 40m VK2RU

VK4BRO Heard 40m VK7TA VK2KI
VK4IM Heard 40m VK3KLE VK3DRQ | VK3ECH | VK6NC | VK5A0 | VK7TO
VK4IM Tried 40m VK3ECH
VK4PN Heard on air
VK5A0 Worked 40m VK6MK VK7TO | VK6NC
VK5CZ Worked 40m | VKEMTF/MM | VK2AOE
VK5KFG Worked 40m VK3DBD
VK5KFG Heard 40m VK3BWN VK3DRQ | VK6PZT | VK5GG
VK5KFG Heard 80m VK2KI
VK5PH Heard on air
VK6FN Heard on air
VK6KD Heard 40m YHOONN
VK6KD Worked 80m VK6NW VK2KI
VK6KD Heard 80m VK6NQL
VK6KHZ Worked 40m VK2IG
VK6KHZ Tried 40m VKENW
VK6MK Worked 40m VK3DRQ VK3KLE | VK5A0 | VK5GG
VK6MK Heard 40m VK6KD VK3IG
VK6MK Heard 80m VK6NW VK6KD

VK6MTF/MM | Heard on air
VK6NQL Worked 40m VK3KLE VK6FN
VK6eNQL Worked 80m VK2KI
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VKbFPLI Heard on air
VKeQl Heard 40m | VKEMTF/MM | VK2GAS | VK6NW | VK5PH | VK7TA | VK5CZ | VK2KI
VKeQl Heard 80m VK6NQL VK6NW | VK6KD | VK2KI
VK7TA Worked 40m VK2KI
VK7TA Heard 40m VK3DBD VK6NW | VK6FN
VK7TO Worked 40m VK5A0
ZL3ABX Heard 40m VK2GAS VK2TM | VK2RU | VK3XU | VK4YD
ZL3TK Heard 20m VK3DBD VK3DRQ | VK4PN
ZL3TK Tried 20m DO2EMR IU4FLS | MONNK | G7BED
ZL3TK Worked 40m W1AW/3 VK6FN
ZL3TK Heard 40m VK3ACU VK3DBD | VK3KLE | VKSWB | VK6NW | VK5GG | VK2KI
ZL3TK Tried 40m VK6KHZ
Comments:

John’s spreadsheet above shows the known stations heard or worked on last
Tuesday’s CQQRS Net (reported via our webform bit.ly/CQOQRSNET ); the comments
in the team members’ reports follow. The comments were compiled for us by the
clever software built by Nigel G4RWI and the layout was perfected by Patrick

VK2IOW.

Thanks again to Nigel, Patrick and John for the work, and to every team member who
submitted a report -
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[20m]

Reasonable conditions (using a WebSDR) and great to get
VK4PN in the log. | could hear Stan (ZL3TK) and called back
several times, but didn't manage to get the QSO in the log. Let's
try again next week Stan. As always, thanks for the short session
and for giving it a go. Wishing you all good DX and look forward to
working you next week.

From Ross MONNK portable near Exeter UK
[20m]

Only 7 C here this morning, so rather nippy for Portable. | could sit
in the sun in a very cold wind, or shelter in the shade. | chose the
latter and still froze. Still, David VK3DBD made my day by giving
me an RST 439 (I gave him RSN 541). We both had some QSB but
managed a short chat. Kept hearing VERY faint morse but couldn't
make out any callsigns. Cold fingers and a quiet band stopped play
early.

From Scotty Brown VK4BRO at Gold Coast, QLD

[40m]

Only time for one QSO but it was a great one thanks John!
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== [40m]

Came out of the sauna....sweaty mess. Can't work CW whilst
sauna is on as it transmits on all bands! Went into the shack for
a quick QSO with lan. 73 de VK2AOE CW will never die!

From Adam VK4IM at North Lakes QLD
[40m)]

Signals were down today and some serious QSB with it.

From Fausto IU4FLS at Bologna ltaly
[20m]

Wx was bad in Bologna: rain, lightning and consequently
QRN. My freq14044 kHz and power 90 W . First heard was
VK1MD followed by VK4PN, both signals were just above
noise floor. | had the pleasure to hear David VK3DBD
again. We shared RST report and little else due to QRN. |
apologize for not having been able to conclude QSO
properly. 73 de IlU4FLS Fausto

o vy
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