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The view from Mike DL3YZ’s favourite antenna test range in Stuttgart - with dust blowing in from the 

Sahara Desert. Photographed by Susi. 
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RagChew newsletter late again! Sorry folks.... seems this week there were



too many things that got between me and my goal.... which is to issue the 

newsletter on Thursdays. | love setting schedules and targets.... and 

seeing them whoosh by! 

Interesting week again for our CQQRS Slow CW Practice QSO Net. Some 

reported a flood of stations heard or worked, others heard crickets. One 

left a bit out of his antenna, another built a new antenna. One even 

discovered that his paddle and antenna were 2,500 km away, another was 

so retired that he slept through, one blamed his Uncle Fred and yet 

another had to console himself with hot chocolate. What fun. 

Well another world record for our net - 70 stations heard or worked by the 

46 family members we know of who were there on Tuesday. Amazing! 

And to top it off - have a read of the outstanding reports that our folks 

have sent through! These really make the newsletter interesting reading 

for our team; thank you so much to the wonderful contributors who put in 

a special effort to write an interesting report again. 

DXperiment - Falling Over Each Other 

Each week we have a number of our team slide up to 20m to have a go at 

some long-path fun with our four EU and UK team members who get up so 

early to give us some targets to aim for. Mike DL3YZ selects two kiloHertz 

slots for each at his end, and the challenge then is for each of them to find 

a quiet frequency among the European QRM. Our weak signals which 

many stations there just can’t hear make keeping the frequency clear just 

that more challenging at that end. 

One way we can help is to try to remember to keep our overs short. Quite 

a challenge considering that rag-chews rather than UR599-TU-73-QRZ? - 

type QSOs are what we love, what our new operators aspire to, and what 

brings so many of our more experienced operators back to our net every 

week. 

The other challenge is for us to try to not generate our own QRM. It’s often 

tempting to say g’day to one of our team-mates that we hear calling our 

EU/UK team. And why not? The band is there to be used... and one 

frequency is as good as the next right? So how do we still have some fun, 

while minimising the effect on others’ enjoyment? Here’s some 

suggestions to think about. 

e The team usually try to use the lowest frequency of their allocated 

space; eg if Mike plans to use 14048 to 14050kHz, he will normally 

come up on 14048 by preference if the QRM allows. So perhaps try to 

avoid conversations with other members on those lower ends of each 

slot if you can? 

e If you're going to try calling one of the DX team who you haven’t yet 

heard... start with a couple of ‘QRL?’ calls (no callsign, just ‘QRL?’). 

It’s quite possible that you may not be hearing the DX station, but 

others elsewhere may be; remember the grey-line is moving, and the 

target may be already in QSO with one of our team. 

e If one of the team does call ‘QRL?’ and you're in QSO with the DX or 

can hear that the DX is transmitting, flash back a quick ‘<AS>’ (wait), 

‘QRL’ (frequency in use) or ‘QRX’. Our DX team may hear you 

between words or letters, but they’ll know that you’re just keeping the 

frequency clear. 

e Because our skeds are arranged with one station per 2kHz segment, 

rather than call ‘CQ’ and risk starting a different QSO on one of the



allocated frequencies, how about calling the specific station? For 

example: ‘QRL? (listen) QRL? (listen) DL3YZ DE VK2KI ON SKED <AR> 

KN’. KN indicates to other DX stations that you only want Mike to call 

you. Yes it’s nice to work some other DX, but other team members 

are listening-out for our guys specifically, and by accidentally starting 

another QSO on the calling frequency, you may be denying them the 

QSO they're after. 

e But what if, despite your best efforts, someone calls you on one of the 

lower calling frequencies, or you hear one someone who you'd like to 

Say g day to? | suggest you send a quick ‘UP 2 UP 2’ and then give 

the caller a call 2kHz up (hopefully the next higher slot won't be in 

use at that time). That way, if the call was on the lower calling 

frequency, our DX team member will still hear you in QSO at the top 

of their segment, but hopefully can still use the lower frequency. 

So first-world problem, not worth stressing over.... but perhaps this will 

make things a bit easier for everyone? Thoughts? 

Pauses 

In the report by VK4PN below, Sava has made a suggestion for new 

operators who, between overs, need to read through what they've written 

down and perhaps write down what they’re about to send. Sava has 

suggested the use of sending a quick <AS> (wait) or perhaps R <AS> 

(roger wait) when the other station stops transmitting - to give yourself 

time to think, but to also let your companion know that the signal hasn't 

faded out etc. Good idea Sava. 

I’ve retained <AS> for the Prosign of the Month for much more than a 

month in the newsletter - and with the mandatory sticky note near my key, 

I’ve found it to be a very useful prosign for our net. 

Anyway - back to the newsletter - | hope you can take some time off to 

read and enjoy our offerings below this week. 

New Team Members 

Welcome this week to Darrin VK3VDP in the Moorabbin area and Ron 

VK4EV at Everton Park. Darrin was introduced to our mob by Stan ZL3TK, 

is well on his way on the CW learning journey, and will be starting the 

CWops CWA Beginners class in January. Ron is keen on AM with older 

tube-type equipment as well as QRP and home brewing; you'll find lots of 

people on the net who share those passions Ron. 

Welcome to the team Darrin and Ron. 

Reports 

After next Tuesday’s Group, please send me a list of who you worked and / 

or who you heard using our web form here: 

bit.ly/COORSNET  



To make your report more interesting, please consider sending a photo to be 

attached. If you have a photo that you'd be happy to include, please email it 

to: 

cqqrsnet@gmail.com 

To make it even easier for Patrick and Mark, see if you can compress or 

reduce the size of the image (preferably to less than 100KB file size). No 

problems if your computer or phone can’t do that - just send it through 

anyway please. 

So, please help attract new and old team members to have a go by 

Submitting your report each week. Submissions close 1300 (Eastern 

Australian Summer time) on Thursdays. 

Website 

If you'd like to find out a bit about our net, or would like to pass information 

to others about our Tuesday get-togethers, here’s the link to our website. 

bit. ly/CQQRSWebsite 

Dit-dit, 

mb 
Mark Bosma 
VK2KI / VK6QI 

Beautiful South Bowning NSW 
cgarsnet@gmail.com 
non impediti ratione cogitationis 

  

  

  

Reports & Comments 
Here’s this week’s reports. 

Last Tuesday’s Group 

Here’s the 70 stations heard by 46 members of our team on Tuesday: 

  

  

  

                      

eauhe cam co Qso 1 Qso 2 Qso 3 Qso 4 aso 5 Qso 6 Qso7 Qso 8 
Member 

DL3YZ Worked20m | VK2IOW | VKAPN 
DL3YZ Heard 20m ZL3TK 

G7BED Worked 20m | VK5LJ VK4PN | VK2IOW  


