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About the CQ QRS Group 

Did you have fun on this week's CQQRS practice QSO net? | certainly did! 

20m wasn't cooperating with our European / UK family this time - Mike DL3YZ in Stuttgart 

was coming through into WA and weakly into SA, but here in Southern NSW nothing was 
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heard of him, Simon MOKBJ portable North of Wolverhampton or Geoff PA/VK6HD on the 

canals of Friesland Netherlands. 40m was better behaved with a good number of QSOs 

going on, and we had a nice turn-out on 80m as well; what's more, the push to have a go 

on 160m continued, and we had a number giving top band a go. 

This week it's my pleasure to welcome Patrick VK2IOW from Millthorpe near Orange NSW 

to the editorial team. Responding to my previous weeks' Walrus comments, Patrick has put 

up his hand to join Richard VK6HRC and John VK2RU to help out with the editorial effort - 

thanks mate. So this week, when you read the reports from our team in the newsletter, 

you'll be enjoying the fruits of Patrick's labours; well done mate! 

New Frequencies and Times 

As we head out of the depths of Winter (ha - today we had a maximum temperature of 7 

degrees, with 57kph winds and near 100% RH - figure out that apparent temperature!) here 

in the Southern hemisphere, I've made some adjustments to our scheduled times and 

frequencies. 

  

Coordinated Universal Time 0700z to 1300z 

(Note - 20m DXperiments may start at 0600z if conditions require) 

Western Australia Time UTC +8 Hours 1500 to 2100 

Central Australian Time UTC + 9.5 Hours 1630 to 2230 
Australia 

Eastern Australian Time UTC + 10 Hours 1700 to 2300 

Queensland Time UTC + 10 Hours 1700 to 2300 

New Zealand NZ Time UTC + 12 Hours 1900 to 0100 
  

    
0600z to 0900z 20m 14039-14051kHz 

  

    

Note - 20m times and frequencies will be allocated by Mike DL3YZ prior to the net. 

40m 7020kHz - 7040kHz 

0700z to 1300z 80m 3535kHz - 3560kHz 

160m 1855kHz 

Wednesday (VK/ZL) 2200z - 2300z 

Post Morsum WA FM AllStar Network 

Callback (connect direct to AllStar Node 42482 or use 

Echolink to connect to VK2KI-L) 
  

Changes: 

* 20m now has a segment allocated based on recommendations from our European 

family members and an earlier start time as suggested by Mike DL3YZ to catch the 

earlier long-path opening. I'm also hoping the team there will consider a weekly short



path trial as well - stay tuned. 

The 80m segment has been moved down a tad; unlike when we started the net on 80m 

only, these days we're not struggling to find a quiet spot (switch-mode power supply 

hash aside), so | wanted to narrow the segment to about 20kHz. However, | also 

recognised that some of our QRS family members like to operate below 3540 so I've 

shot for 25kHz from 3535 to 3560kHz. 

And in consultation with Mister 160m QRS (Jordan VK3ACU), we've picked 1855kHz as 

a landing spot for 160m activity; if 160m becomes popular, we'll add a segment. 

Let's see how these changes go - please let me know your thoughts. 

The Walrus Plan 

With Patrick VK2IOW on board, we've made progress toward me 

being able to step back from the editing - and I'm still very keen to 

hear from anyone who might be interested in helping out in a small 

or large way. But I'm also interested to learn more about what 

material readers do and don't like in the RagChew - are we 

focussing on the right things? For instance, the CQQRS WhatsApp 

group snips that John VK2RU assembles take him a considerable amount of time; but are 

they being read by the members of our family who are not already on WhatsApp, and are 

they of interest? Please let us know your thoughts. 

  

And speaking of the Walrus plan; I've found a way of allowing different editors and 

contributors to produce material for our MailChimp newsletter generator - material can now 

be produced on your word processor such as Microsoft Word, Apple Pages or the free 

Libre Office, including embedded photographs. So from now on, if you're contributing 

something to the newsletter, please help me by sending Word (.docx) or Pages (.pages) 

formatted documents, using Helvetica 16 font, and include photos etc in the document. 

Contact me via cgqqrsnet@ gmail.com if you'd like more information. 

And by the way, a reminder; if you send me any information by email or WhatsApp - unless 

you specifically state that material is not to be published, I'll assume that you're happy to 

see your thoughts in the RagChew newsletter. 

Stan ZL3TK came up with an interesting suggestion this week; if the newsletter needs to 

cease production, we could consider establishing a groups.io website instead. That would 

then allow team members to contribute freely without need for editing, and the contributions 

would instantly be emailed to the team. A little bit like an email version of our WhatsApp 

groups, but the contributions can be categorised and remain on the website for future



reference. Nowhere near as nice as having a newsletter to read, but perhaps a more 

efficient long-term solution? Thoughts? 

DXperiment 

Simon MOKBJ has decided to take a break from his weekly portable adventures in the wee- 

small hours of the UK mornings for a while; thank you for all you've done mate - it's been 

great fun trying to get through, and your reports and photographs have really made the 

newsletter interesting. 

As | said above, I'm hoping that our European team members will consider adding a short- 

path test to the weekly schedule - on a different day of the week perhaps? I'm also hoping 

that they'll consider running something like our 40m QRS nets as well to attract new EU 

and UK operators to the gentle art of slow CW; fingers crossed. 

You'll also see that we now have one of our foundingfamily members Geoff VA6HD 

operating on the canals of Holland for the next couple of months when his busy schedule 

allows. I'm glad you found room in your luggage for that QMX transceiver mate! 

Masthead Image 

Thanks this week to Geoff VK6HD who's again operating from his boat on 

the canals of Holland. Geoff and Jackie try to squeeze three months of 

Canal time into their busy schedule while running their Peel WA area not- 

for-profit organisation that addresses domestic violence at the cause. That 

means very early hour video conferences every day - making radio 

operation a challenge. However, this time Geoff snuck his new QRP-Labs 

QMX transceiver and 20m vertical into his three-month luggage and as you 

can see, he’s found the time to make electromagnetic waves. 

New Team Member 

Welcome this week to Otto, VK4OLB who lives in Brisbane. Otto received 

one of the hallowed CQQRS net First CW Contact awards this week; | was 

very pleased to have Otto’s very first CW QSO when he came up on the net 

last week. Our new team member was operating portable while camping 

near Mount Surprise with 4.5 Watts into an end-fed half-wave antenna via 

a 56:1 BALUN. He’d been practicing CW for about two months in between 

school work, and hopefully he'll be able to come up on the net from time to 

time when his study allows; listen out for him and say g’day If you hear 

him on. 

Reports 

After next Tuesday’s Group, please send me a list of who you worked and / 

or who you heard using our web form here: 

bit.ly/COORSNET 

  

Please help attract new and old team members to have a go by submitting 

your report each week. Submissions close 1300 (Eastern Australian time) on 

Thursday.



Website 

If you'd like to find out a bit about our net, or would like to pass information 

to others about our Tuesday get-togethers, here’s the link to our website. 

bit.ly/COORSWebsite 

Cheers, 

mb 
Mark Bosma 

VK2KI / VK6QI 

Beautiful South Bowning NSW 
mark.bosma@icloud.com 
non impediti ratione cogitationis 

  

Reports & Comments 
Here’s this week’s reports. 

Last Tuesday’s Group 

Here’s the 59 stations heard by 39 members of our team on Tuesday: 

CQQRS Team 

Member 
ca Qsoi QsO2 Qso 3 Qso 4 Qso5 Qso6 Qso7 Qso8 

Heard on air 

Worked 20m 

Heard 80m 

Worked 40m 

Worked 80m 

Heard 80m 

Worked 80m 

Heard 80m 

Worked 40m 

Heard 40m 

Heard 40m 

Tried 40m 

Worked 80m 

Heard 80m 

Tried 80m 

Heard on air 

Worked 40m 

Heard 40m 

    
Worked 20m 

Worked 40m 

Worked 80m 

Worked 160m 

Heard on air 

Worked 40m 

Heard 40m  


